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Lake Fact Sheet — Parry Sound District
Oxtongue Lake

Location

Official Name:..........ccccccccevvviieeniennns Oxtongue Lake  Local Names: .........cc.cuouceiiiiiiiiiiiiece e
County/DiStriC: ........covcuveiieiiieiieeiieeeee Haliburton ~ GeographiC TWP:..........ccueieiiiiieiie e McClintock
Municipality............ Township of Algonquin Highlands ~ MNR Admin. Area: ...........cccccvevviiiiiinieiiiceeeeen Bracebridge
Lat/Long: .....cceeeeeeieeieeenn. 45.3619 N 78.9214 W UTM (NAD8B3): ...oooeeeeieeeeeeeeee 17 662791 5025260
Topographic Map (1:50,000): ...........c.cccocueen... 31E07  Drainage Basin: .........c.ccoceeviiiiiesiiiniieneeen, Oxtongue River

Physical Features

Surface Area (ha):...........cc...... 242 Maximum Depth (m): .........ccceeuene. 27  Mean Depth (M):........cccoeevviennnnnn 9
Elevation (m asl):........cccceeueene 364 Perimeter (Km): ........cccovvviiveenennne. 21 Island Shoreline (km).................... 1
Volume (10° m™):....cocuveac.. 2200  Watershed (K ):.....ccccceuevueuevennn 590  Water Clarity (M): ...cccccovvevene.. 3.1

Land Use and Development

Crown Land (%): ............. 10 ProvinCial PArKS:...........cccuuiiiiiii ittt ettt none
Shoreling DEVEIOPIMENL: ............eeeeeeeeeeeee e moderate; commercial, shoreline residential
ACCBSS . ettt bttt tttttttt————t———————————————————————————————————— public; boat launch off Harris Road
Water LEVEI MANAGEIMIENL: ...........ueeieeeeeeee ettt ettt ettt ae ettt et e e s e e treenaneeas not regulated

Fish Species

Major Fish Species:..........ccoouevicveeenccnaannenn. lake trout, lake whitefish, burbot, smallmouth bass (I), northern pike (1 2013),
.............................................................................................................................. largemouth bass (I 2014) brook trout (O)
Other Fish Species....... round whitefish, bluntnose minnow, lake chub, blacknose shiner, pumpkinseed, common shiner,
............ white sucker, yellow perch, golden shiner, northern redbelly dace, creek chub, brown bullhead, fathead minnow,
................................................................................................................................. cisco (lake herring), rock bass (1 2013)
OFNEE SPBCIES: ...ttt ettt ettt s e e ettt s spiny water flea (1 2010)

Notes:  E: extirpated, I: introduced — intentional or accidental, O: occasional, R: remnant, S: currently stocked, ?: status uncertain,
2009: year of first record or introduction if known, blank: presumed native
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Fisheries Management

FiSheries ManagemENt ZONE:.............cocuee ettt ettt ettt et s e e st s e ettt nneenans 15
Designation for Lake Trout Management: ............ccccceeecuveenuneen. designated; natural reproduction; at development capacity
Fishing Regulation EXCEPLIONS.............cccceveeeeceeiiiieiieeieeeea only one line may be used when angling through the ice
..................................................................................................................................... lake trout — none between 40-55 cm
CUITENT STOCKING: ...ttt ettt e et e st st et e et e et e st e et e st e ean e nineasanee s none
Historic Stocking (last year Stocked): ..........cccooeeeeceeeeeciaenenn. brook trout (1981), lake trout (1990), rainbow trout (1995)

Contaminants (species tested):...lake trout, lake whitefish, round whitefish, cisco, burbot, smallmouth bass, white sucker

Assessment: Completed Projects:
1962 biological survey report
1969 lake survey
1979 lake trout population assessment
1985 lake trout spawning shoal assessment

2004 Spring Littoral Index Netting (lake trout)
2007 MOE contaminant sampling

Temperature and dissolved oxygen profiles are collected on a regular basis

Synopsis

Oxtongue Lake is a lake of moderate size on the Oxtongue River system. Having a large watershed, the lake
receives a large amount of dissolved organic carbon, resulting in tea stained water of fairly low clarity. Apparently the
“fishing never was too good on Oxtongue Lake”, according to a 1949 lake survey. This comment probably refers to
lake trout; the poor fishing a result of limited lake trout habitat, low clarity and, as concluded in 1979, an abundance
of natural food. The lake continues to support a native, self-sustaining population of lake trout. The 1979 survey
recommended that supplemental stocking be discontinued; although it was 1990 before the recommendation was
implemented. Shortly after, a slot size limit was regulated to reduce harvest of the native population. The current
level of harvest is unknown; though the regular presence of several ice huts indicates there is a significant fishery.

The lake is unusual in that it supports three species of coregonids; lake whitefish, round whitefish and cisco; some
mis-identification has probably occurred in past surveys. “Large numbers of large and small whitefish were gill netted
during the hunting season up to 1943”.

The 2004 assessment caught 21 lake trout (of which only one had a hatchery fin clip); indicating a population of
moderate abundance. Fish were of a variety of sizes and ages, of which the slot size limit protects a significant
proportion from harvest. In contrast, contaminant netting in 2007 caught only 3 lake trout, all of which were large
individuals; though the net composition and effort were not standardized.

Brook trout and rainbow trout may occur occasionally through immigration from the Oxtongue River and other
tributaries.

In 2013, the presence of rock bass was documented for the first time by a consultant working on the Oxtongue
Narrows bridge replacement. Northern pike were first reported by an angler in 2013 as well. In 2014, largemouth
bass were reported. These illegal introductions, and smallmouth bass which were introduced years earlier, have
transformed the nearshore fish community of the lake from one which was probably once dominated by brook trout.
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This information is supplied without expressed or implied warranty of any kind, including warranty of fitness for a particular purpose. In no event will the
Ministry of Natural Resources be liable for any damages, whether incidental, consequential or direct in conjunction with, or arising from the furnishing or
use of this information.
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